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INTERPRETATION OF THE CONCEPT OF AHL  

Abstract. The teaching of Islam is distinguished from other religions by its tolerance, 
mutual understanding, and respect for representatives of other faiths. The sacred 

dividing representatives of other religions into two categories: those who received a 
divinely revealed book (Ahl al-Kitab), and those who follow polytheistic beliefs such 

Book,” is the general name for the peoples to whom the heavenly Book was revealed by 

This article analyzes the place of the Ahl al-Kitab concept in Islamic religion and the 

Keywords:

Islam has historically distinguished itself by its tolerance and by the establishment 
of relations with representatives of other religions on the basis of mutual peace and 
solidarity. One of the principal components of this policy of tolerance is the concept 

in relations between Muslim countries and states in which other religious worldviews 
prevail.

divine Book.” Accordingly, Muslims themselves could in principle be called Ahl al-Kitab; 
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however, this combination – which does not appear in religious books other than the 

is to analyze the scope and content of the Ahl al-Kitab concept on

to assess its implications for Muslim relations with non-Muslims.

Islamic jurisprudence.

 the scholars of 
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to Ahl al-Kitab.

believe in a divine religion and possess a book revealed through divine revelation – such 

Authentic Sabianism was viewed in early Islamic sources as a branch of Judaism or 

Allah be pleased with him), who stated that the Magians were among the People of the 
Book, also emphasized that because of their polytheism, Muslims are forbidden to eat 



www.mijournals.com E-ISSN 3069-8375

The Journal of Interdisciplinary Human Studies 

doubtful: the scrolls given to Abraham were taken back to heaven because of their actions, 
so while they are in the status of Ahl al-Kitab by virtue of having received scrolls, the 
scrolls were returned to heaven because of their deeds – and for this reason Muslims 

these two communities were present in the Hijaz region, lived alongside Muslims, and 

believed in God, prophecy, the afterlife, and revealed books – despite their errors and 
shortcomings – and thus shared a theological common ground with Islam that the 

and apply what they have received: “Say: O People of the Book, you have no ground 

upon him), guaranteed the lives, property, and religion of the Jews alongside Muslims 

Jews is for themselves and the religion of the Muslims for themselves.” Articles 26–33 
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rights that 
the Jerusalem Agreement, guaranteed the safety of the lives and property of the People 
of the Book and gave them freedom regarding their churches and places of pilgrimage 

Islam created the conditions for Muslims to establish the highest form of positive 
relations with the communities who received divine books, by permitting marriage with 

Islamic society are entitled to full freedom of belief. As citizens of a Muslim state, they 
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